Ultrasound of the traumatized spleen: left butterfly sign in lesions masked by echogenic blood clots.
Ultrasonic display of blood on both sides of the splenogastric ligament (left butterfly sign) in the left traumatized patient indicates hemoperitoneum within the lesser sac. Particular attention must be paid then to the splenic parenchyma, where isoechogenic blood clots can mask a hematoma. The association of subtile parenchymal changes and of a left butterfly sign are relevant of frank splenic lesions.